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LUMBER PRICES

Å RANDOM LENGTHS  Canadian $$

Å 2013  $400

Å 2017  $475 

Å 2018 July $875 , October $475

Å 2020 August $1275  (2x4 
eastern)

Å 2022 August $850

Å 2023 $550-$650



Sawmill chip 
and Pulpwood 
markets since 
Northern pulp 

closure

Å Sawmill chips consumed at PHP or burnt for biomass at various 
facilities 

Å Only one buyer for softwood pulpwood
Å GNTR and NSPI will purchase softwood biomass
Å In 2019 1.2 M tonnes of softwood pulpwood and biomass was 

consumed in NS when NP was operating
Å 2020 380,000 tonnes
Å 2021 600,000 tonnes
Å 2022 650,000 tonnes
Å 2023 ?? PHP Covid orders



Hurricane 
history in 
Nova Scotia

Å All storms to hit Canada 
between 1900 and 2014

Å US National Atmospheric and 
Oceanic Administration



Hurricane history in 
Nova Scotia 

(14 events in 20 years)

Å September 29 2003: Juan

Å September 17 2005: Ophelia

Å November 6 2007: Noel

Å September 28 2008: Kyle

Å August 23 2009: Bill

Å September 3 2010: Earl

Å September 21 2010 Igor

Å October 29 2012: Sandy

Å July 5 2014: Arthur

Å October 10 2016: Matthew

Å September 7 2019: Dorian

Å September 22 2020: Teddy

Å September 24 2022: Fiona

Å September 16 2023: Lee



Major Hurricane comparison

Juan 2003

Å Impacted mainly Halifax, 
Colchester, and Cumberland

Å33 major sawmills operating

Å3 pulp mills

Å3 biomass plants

Å1 hardboard plant

Fiona 2022

Å Impacted mainly Colchester, 
Pictou, Antigonish, and 
parts of Cape Breton

Å14 major sawmills operating

Å1 pulp mill

Å2 biomass plants

Å1 hardboard plant



Major Hurricane comparison

Timber harvested in 2003/2004 
after Juan

Å Sawmills consumed 3.6 M 
tonnes

Å  Pulp mills, biomass, and 
hardboard plants consumed 2 
M tonnes

Å 1 M tonnes of pulpwood was 
exported (NB, Maine, Sheet 
Harbour)

Total market size: 6.6 M tonnes 
year after Juan

Timber harvested in 2022/2023 
after Fiona 

Å Sawmills consumed 1.4 M 
tonnes

Å Pulp mills, biomass, and 
hardboard plants consumed 
650,000 tonnes

Å 130,000 tonnes of pulpwood 
was exported (Maine, Sheet 
harbour)

Total market size: 2.3 M tonnes



So what 
happened to 
some of our 
Forests after 

Fiona ??


